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Date - 28™ APRIL, 2026

Place - Indoor Stadium, St. Philomena’s College (Autonomous)
President — HIS GRACE MOST REV.DR. FRANCIS SERRAO S J,
President - MDES, Bishop - Diocese of Mysore.
Chief Guest - PROF. U. Dinesh Kumar,
Director, Indian Institute of Management (IIM-B), Bangalore
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" GRADUATION CEREMONY
‘ 28TH APRIL 2026

—N SCHEDULE e
1. Registration & Robes distribution 08:00.am
2. Assembly of the students at the venue © 09:30 am
3. Graduation Procession : 10:00 am
4. Philos Anthem. 10:05 am
5. Invocation of God'‘s Blessings 10:10 am
6. Welcome Address 10:15 am
7: Students* Reflections 10:20 aril
8. Chief Guest's Profile 10:30am
9. Graduation Address 10:35 am
10. Oath Administration 11:00 am
11. Passing on the lamp of wisdom 11:05 am
12. Honouring the Rank Holders 11:15am
13. Distribution of Scholarships 11:25 am
14. Presidential Remarks - 11:35 am
15. Vote of Thanks 12:05 pm
16. National Anthem 12:16 pm
17. Returning the Robes 12:17 pm
18. Community Meals 12:35 pm
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The Graduation Ceremony held on 28th April 2026 at St. Philomena’s College (Autonomous),
Mysuru, marked a significant academic milestone, celebrating the achievements, discipline,

and aspirations. The ceremony was conducted with dignity, symbolic depth, and institutional
pride, reflecting the college’s commitment to holistic education. Led by the esteemed members
of the academic council and faculty, the procession entered with grace and solemnity, reflecting

the rich traditions and academic excellence.

The processions entered with grace and
solemnity, reflecting the rich traditions and
academic excellence of St. Philomena’s
College.

The audience rose in respect as the
dignitaries, adorned in their academic
regalia, made their way to the dais, creating
an atmosphere of pride and reverence.
Following the procession, the programme
transitioned into a spiritually enriching

moment with the invocation. The choir team rendered a soulful invocation hymn, invoking

God’s blessings for wisdom, success, and guidance upon the graduates and all present. As the
melodious voices filled the venue, the dignitaries simultaneously proceeded for the ceremonial

lighting of the lamp a timeless symbol of knowledge dispelling ignorance and hope overcoming

darkness. This harmonious blend of music and tradition set a serene and auspicious tone for

the proceedings that followed.

Masters of Ceremony for this event the GRADUATION DAY CEREMONY — 2026 of St.
Philomena’s College (Autonomous) Mysuru — Dr. Deepa V, Coordinator




PHILOS ANTHEM

After the graduation procession, the Philomena’s Anthem was sung with great pride and unity
by all present. The anthem reflected the values and traditions of St. Philomena's College,
creating a strong emotional connection among students, faculty, and alumni.

DIGNITARIES PRESENT

The event was graced by Most Rev. Dr. Francis Serrao S J, President - MDES, Bishop -

Diocese of Mysore. Rev. Dr. Lourdu Prasad Joseph, Rector and Manager, whose guidance
and support have been instrumental in fostering the college’s excellence. The Chief Guest,
Prof. U. Dinesh Kumar, Director, Indian Institute of Management (IIM-B), Bangalore, Rev.
Fr. GnanaPragasam, Campus Administrator, Rev. Fr. David Sagayaraj. S, Assistant to
Rector, Dr. Ravi J.D. Saldanha, Principal, Mr. Ronald Prakash Cutinah, Vice Principal
(Administration), Mr. Anand C, Academic Dean, Dr. Reena Francis, Controller of
Examination, Ms. Lydia Anjali, UUCMS Coordinator and followed by other academic heads,
Dr. Praveen Saldanha, Dean of Arts, Dr. A. T. Sadebose, Dean of Languages, Mr. Britto
Dominic Rayan, Dean of Science, Mr. Thomas A Gunaseelan, [QAC Coordinator, Convener
and Dr. Deepa V, Coordinator. The grand procession marked the beginning of the grand
proceedings with precision and grace. The event was inaugurated accompanied by the college
anthem, Invocation and the symbolic lighting of the lamp, setting a reverent tone for the
occasion
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DECLARATION OF THE GRADUATION OATH OPENS




THE MOST REV. DR. FRANCIS SERRAO S J, PRESIDENT - MDES, BISHOP - DIOCESE OF
MYSORE., LED THE GRADUATES IN TAKING THE OATH OF GRADUATION,
INSTILLING & SENSE OF COMMITMENT AND PURPOSE.

Dr.Reena Francis, Controller of Examination,

His Grace Most Rev. Dr. Francis Serrao S J, President - MDES, Bishop - Diocese of
Mysore, May I Kindly request you to declare open the graduation day ceremony.

Most Rev. Dr. Francis Serrao S J, President - MDES, Bishop - Diocese of Mysore.

“By the virtue of the authority vested in me as the Bishop of Mysore. I declare open the
graduation day ceremony.

WELCOME ADDRESS

The formal proceedings commenced with the Welcome Address delivered by the Principal, Dr.
Ravi J. D. Saldanha. In his address, he expressed immense pride in the accomplishments of the
students and highlighted that a total of 572 final-year students graduated this year. He noted
that 35 students were awarded gold medals in recognition of academic excellence, while 52
students received institutional scholarships, reinforcing the institution’s commitment to merit
and support. He also extended a warm welcome to the Chief Guest, Prof. Dinesh Kumar,
appreciating his presence and anticipating his insights on leadership and professional growth.
The principal further acknowledged the presence of the Rector, administrative heads, faculty
members, Old Students’ Association members, and parents, recognizing their role in shaping
the graduates’ journeys.

students’ reflections, where four graduating students came forward to share their experiences

and memories. Each speaker reflected on their unique journey at St. Philomena’s College
speaking about academic growth, friendships, challenges, and the transformative role the
institution played in shaping their character. They expressed deep gratitude to their teachers for
guidance, to their parents for unwavering support, and to their peers for companionship.

CHIEF GUEST ADDRESS

The Chief Guest Address and Keynote Session by Prof. Dinesh Kumar emphasized the
importance of adaptability, ethical leadership, and continuous learning in a rapidly evolving
professional landscape. He urged graduates to translate academic knowledge into societal
impact, underlining responsibility alongside success.

The Chief Guest was formally introduced by Ms. Juhie Singh, Assistant Professor, Department
of B.Com. In her introduction, she presented a comprehensive profile of Prof. Dinesh Kumar,
highlighting his distinguished academic and professional journey. She noted his role as the
Director of IIM Bangalore, his doctoral specialization in Mathematics, and his significant
contributions to the field of Artificial Intelligence and advanced research. She also emphasized




his global academic exposure, leadership in higher education, and recognition through
numerous awards and scholarly achievements, setting the stage for an insightful keynote
address.

Warm Acknowledgment: Welcomed parents, faculty, media partners, and appreciated
students for their dedication and achievements.

Academic Profile Introduction: Recognized for his leadership as Director of IIM Bangalore,
PhD in Mathematics, and contributions to Artificial Intelligence and research.

Congratulations & Gratitude: Congratulated graduates and expressed gratitude to parents,
teachers, and the institution for shaping their journey.

Importance of Artificial Intelligence (AI): Emphasized the growing relevance of Al across
professions and urged students to understand both its applications and limitations.

Values and Humanity: Stressed compassion, kindness, and respect for all living beings;
highlighted the interconnectedness of life and the need to care for nature.

Ethics and Integrity: Through an illustrative story, reinforced the importance of honesty and
advised students not to compromise on values.

Value of Relationships: Encouraged students to maintain friendships and cherish bonds
formed during college life.

Prof. Y. Dinesh Kumar delivered his address, which was both intellectually stimulating and
deeply reflective. He began by congratulating the graduating students on successfully
completing their academic journey, acknowledging the dedication, perseverance, and discipline
that brought them to this milestone. He also expressed heartfelt gratitude to parents, teachers,
and the institution for their unwavering support and guidance in shaping the students’ future.

A significant portion of his address focused on the growing importance of Artificial Intelligence
in contemporary society. He explained that Al is rapidly transforming every professional
domain and encouraged students to develop a clear understanding of how Al functions, its
applications, and its potential impact. At the same time, he cautioned them to remain aware of
its limitations, urging a balanced and responsible approach towards technology.

Moving beyond professional competencies, he spoke about the importance of personal values
in life. He emphasized compassion, kindness, and respect for all living beings, reminding
students that human relationships and ethical conduct remain central to meaningful success.
He highlighted the interconnected nature of the world, urging graduates to act responsibly
towards society and the environment.

Through a brief yet impactful anecdote, he illustrated the significance of honesty and integrity.
He advised students never to compromise on their core values, regardless of the challenges
they may encounter in their personal or professional lives. According to him, true success is
defined not only by achievements but by the principles one upholds.




He further encouraged students to stay connected with their peers and to cherish the friendships
and relationships built during their college years. He noted that such bonds often become a
source of strength, support, and inspiration in the future.

The address concluded on an optimistic note, with the Chief Guest extending his best wishes
to all graduates. He expressed confidence that they would achieve success, contribute
meaningfully to society, and lead lives guided by knowledge, responsibility, and integrity.

Concluded with best wishes, inspiring students to pursue success with responsibility,
happiness, and strong moral grounding.

This was followed by the solemn oath-taking ceremony, administered by the Rector,
where the graduates stood united and pledged to uphold the values of integrity, responsibility,
and service in their personal and professional lives. The ceremony then transitioned into the
symbolic Passing of the Lamp of Wisdom, representing the transmission of knowledge, values,
and legacy from one generation to the next. As the lamp was passed, it signified the
responsibility of the graduates to carry forward the light of learning, truth, and leadership into
the wider world, marking a meaningful culmination of their academic.

Honouring the rank holders, the names of the outstanding students were announced, and they
were felicitated amidst applause and admiration. Their achievements stood as a testament to
perseverance, discipline, and a relentless pursuit of excellence. Each rank holder not only
brought pride to themselves but also to the institution, inspiring fellow students to strive for
higher goals and uphold the standards of academic brilliance.

‘ St Philomena’s Col

(Autonomous),

Following this, the distribution of scholarships took place, recognizing and supporting
meritorious and deserving students. The scholarships, instituted by generous benefactors,
reflected the institution’s commitment to nurturing talent and ensuring that financial constraints
do not hinder academic aspirations. As the recipients were called forward and awarded, the




moment highlighted the spirit of encouragement and opportunity, reinforcing the belief that
education, when supported and empowered, can transform lives and shape a brighter future.

The programme then advanced to the Presidential Address, delivered by Most Rev. Dr. Francis
Serrao, Bishop of Mysore and President of MDES. In his inspiring and thought-provoking
message, he emphasized the true purpose of education not merely as the acquisition of
knowledge, but as the formation of character and values. He encouraged the graduates to step
into the world with integrity, compassion, and a strong sense of responsibility, reminding them
to use their education as a means to serve society and bring about positive change. His words
of wisdom, guidance, and spiritual insight deeply resonated with the audience, leaving a lasting
impression on the graduating students.

Vote of Thanks proposed by Mr. Anand C, Academic Dean, who expressed heartfelt
gratitude to all who contributed to the success of the event. In a touching gesture, he specially
invited all the teachers to stand, requesting the students to offer a resounding round of applause
in recognition of their dedication, commitment, and tireless efforts in shaping young minds.
Highlighting the essence of education, he emphasized that a college is not merely a place for
academic learning, but a space where values, discipline, character, and life lessons are nurtured.
He acknowledged the role of the institution in preparing students not just for careers, but for
life itself. Concluding his address, he extended sincere thanks to the dignitaries, management,
staff, parents, and students, appreciating their collective contribution in making the Graduation
Day a truly memorable occasion.

DISSOLUTION OF THE CONVOCATION

THE GRADUATION DAY CEREMONY WAS FORMALLY DISSOLVED BY MOST REV.
DR. FRANCIS SERRAO S J, PRESIDENT - MDES, BISHOP - DIOCESE OF MYSORE,
MARKING THE CONCLUSION OF THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS.

Dr.Reena Francis, Controller of Examination,

His Grace Most Rev. Dr. Francis Serrao S J, President - MDES, Bishop - Diocese of
Mysore, May I Kindly request you to dissolve this graduation day.

Most Rev. Dr. Francis Serrao S J, President - MDES, Bishop - Diocese of Mysore.

I dissolve this graduation day.

CONCLUDING THE CEREMONY

EXPRESSING GRATITUDE TO ALL CONTRIBUTORS, FOLLOWED BY THE NATIONAL
ANTHEM.

THE GRADUATION DAY CELEBRATIONS WERE A& RESOUNDING SUCCESS,
REFLECTING THE COLLEGE’S COMMITMENT TO ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE, HOLISTIC




DEVELOPMENT, AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY. THE EVENT MARKED THE
CULMINATION OF THE STUDENTS’ ACADEMIC JOURNEY AND THE BEGINNING OF NEW
OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES IN THEIR LIVES.
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Mysuru, Apr. 27- The Gradus-
lon Caremany of St Philomana's
College (Autonomous), Mysuru
will be hedd lomorrow (Apr. 28) st
10 am &t the Indoor Stadium of
ihe College campus

Most Rey. Dr. Francis Serao
Bshop of Diocasa of Mysore and
“resident of MDES, wil praside

Chiel guest, Prof. U. Dinesh
Cumar, Director, Indlian Institute

of Management Bangalore, wil
deliver the Gracduation Address

The event will witness hon
ouring of 35 UG Rank halders
(2022-2025 beach), awsarding of
52 UG institutional scholarships
1o mevitonious students (2025-
2026 batch) and granting the
T. Thumboochetty-sponsared
Scholarships for 3 culstanding
UG students of 2022-2025 batch

' StPhilomena's graduation on 28

—w—a

MYSURU:Marking @ significant academic milestone, St
College will host its

ceremony for undergraduate students at the college's Indoor

Stadium on Tuesday, April 28.

Briefing the media, college authorities announced that
Indian Institute of Management Bangalore (1IM-B) Director Prof
U Dinesh Kumar wil attend as the chief guest and deliver the
graduation address.

The authorities stated that the formal event will be presid-
j ed over by the Bishop of the Diocese of Mysore and MDES

President, Most Rev. Dr Francis Serrao S J. Highiighting the
tinerary, officials detailed that the graduation procession will of-
ficially commence at 10:00 am following registration.

Celebrat demic excellence, that
the institution will honour 35 undergraduate rank hoiders from
the 2022-2025 batch and award 52 institutional scholarships.

Furthermore, special honours, including the Sir T.
Thumboochetty and Late Prof. B. Syed All sponsored scholar-
ships, will be distributed to outstanding achievers to recognise
their merit. Rector Dr Lourdu Prasad Joseph, Principal Dr Ravi
JD Saldanha, Controlier of Examinations Dr Reena, Academic
Dean Anand and Assistant Professor, Department of Joumnalism
| St Philomena College Dr Yamumna were present at the oress




AFTER THE EVENT
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Drafted by, Dr. Yamuna.B.Raj, Assistant Professor, Department of Journalism and Mass
Communication, (UG), St.Philomena’s College, (Autonomous,) Mysore.

Dr.Shivaraju S, Assistant Professor, Department of Kannada (UG), St.Philomena’s
College, (Autonomous) Mysore.

Ms.Greemaldin D’Silva, Assistant Professor, Department of English (UG), St.Philomena’s
College, (Autonomous,) Mysore

Ms.Sharon Anthony and Ms. Tenzin, BA-2"* Sem, Journalism Students




