








The Department of English (UG & PG), St. Philomena’s College (Autonomous), Mysore, in

collaboration with St. Berchmans College, Changanassery, Kerala, successfully organized a

two-day National Conference on “Interdisciplinary Approaches to Contemporary Literary

Studies” on 24th and 25th April 2026. The conference commenced with the inaugural session

held in the college auditorium. The dignitaries were formally welcomed, followed by the

College Anthem and an invocation through a prayer song. The inaugural ceremony included

the ceremonial lighting of the lamp, symbolizing the pursuit of knowledge and enlightenment.



As part of the inaugural proceedings, the Book of Abstracts of the conference was formally

released by the dignitaries on the dais. The volume brought together abstracts of research

papers contributed by participants from various parts of the country.

The gathering was then welcomed by Mr. William Joseph, Assistant Professor of English.

This was followed by brief inaugural remarks by the keynote speaker, Prof. Robert Jose from

Vijayanagara Sri Krishnadevaraya University, who set the tone for the conference by

reflecting on contemporary shifts in literary studies. The Rector delivered the Presidential

Address, emphasizing the importance of interdisciplinary approaches in the humanities and

the role of academic engagement in shaping critical thought. The inaugural session concluded

with the Vote of Thanks proposed by Ms. Jenifer Priya. The first academic session was led by

Prof. Robert Jose, who delivered a lecture on “From Canon to Margin: Shifting Paradigms in

Contemporary Literary Criticism.” His lecture critically examined the evolving nature of

literary studies, focusing on the transition from canonical texts to marginalized voices and the

need for inclusive frameworks in contemporary criticism. The session was followed by an

interactive discussion with the participants



The second session featured Dr. Goutam Karmakar from the University of Hyderabad, who

spoke on “Environmental Humanities: Recent Developments.” His lecture highlighted the

interdisciplinary dimensions of environmental studies and explored the relationship between

literature, ecology, and sustainability. Post-lunch, the conference hosted parallel technical



sessions, where research scholars and students presented their papers on diverse

contemporary themes. The sessions provided a platform for academic exchange and critical

discussion, and were conducted in an organized and engaging manner. The first day

concluded with a vibrant cultural programme presented by students. The performances

reflected creativity and cultural expression, and were well received by the audience.





The second day of the conference began with the third lecture by Dr. Haris Qadeer from the

University of Delhi on “Refugee Biopolitics: Literature, Power, and the Politics of Survival.”

His lecture offered critical insights into issues of displacement, identity, and power, and

examined how literary narratives engage with the politics of survival.



This was followed by technical sessions held in the UG Auditorium, where participants

presented their research papers. The sessions witnessed active participation and meaningful

academic engagement.

The valedictory session marked the formal conclusion of the conference. The distinguished

speakers were honoured as a token of appreciation for their valuable contribution. Certificates

were distributed to all participants in recognition of their involvement in the conference.





The programme concluded with the Vote of Thanks proposed by Ms. Suhan Povaiah,

expressing gratitude to the management, speakers, organizing team, and participants for their

support and contribution. The National Anthem was sung, bringing the conference to a formal

close.

Around 100 participants from different parts of the country took part in the conference,

making it a vibrant and enriching academic platform.



The conference was successfully coordinated by Mr. Mahesh Nayaka, whose efforts, along

with the support of the Rector and the Principal, contributed to the smooth and effective

conduct of the event.
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